Flowers for Algernon 
By Daniel Keyes

These questions are suggested for guided reading, but they are not required.

1. What background information does the reader receive from the first progress report?
2. What things in Charlie’s writing suggest his low mentality?
3. What is conditional about the experiment?
4. What changes become apparent in Charlie’s attitude immediately after the operation?
5. Explain the change in Charlie’s attitude toward Algernon.
6. Give an example based on an April first incident which shows that Charlie still lacks 
    sensitivity.
7. Miss Kinnian cries when Charlie tells her that everyone is good.  Apply the reason for 
    Alice’s tears to the realization contained in Charlie’s memory of his mother and the 
    realization which caused Charlie to stay home from work on purpose for the first time.
8. What are some of the visions in Charlie’s April 13 recorded memory?
9. What does the bakery mean to Charlie?
10. What is significant about the discussion of definition of I.Q.?
11. In a free association period, Charlie relates a dream he had about Miss Kinnian, which 
      reminds him of an experience he had when he was eleven years old. Narrate Charlie’s 
      painful experience with Harriet.
12. In Charlie’s dream, what basic disagreement in attitude do his parents represent?
13. Explain Charlie’s criticism of the movie, and explain the significance of the criticism.
14. How did Charlie learn to regard sex in his childhood?  How does such an attitude 
      presently affect him?
15. What is the significance of the incident involving Charlie’s discovery that Gimpy is 
      cheating Mr. Donner?
16. Cite examples which prove that Charlie is now a genius.
17. What is the significance of Charlie’s feeling that he and Alice were being watched at the 
      concert?
18. Why do the men at the bakery resent the changes in Charlie?
19. What is the significance of Charlie’s expulsion from the bakery?
20. What is the significance of the décor of Alice’s apartment?
21. Explain the deterioration process in the relationship between Alice and Charlie.
22. Why does Charlie want to be punished?
23. What is the source of Charlie’s unusual motivation to learn?
24. Contrast Guarino’s treatment of Charlie with Nemur’s.
25. What is the purpose of Nemur’s detailed “peroration” of the experiment?
26. What does the term “exceptional” mean?  How does the term apply to Charlie? What is 
       Charlie’s opinion of the world?
27. What are some of Charlie’s reactions to the convention?
28. How was Rose two people to Charlie?
29. Give examples of Charlie’s close relationship with Algernon.
30. Why does Charlie value solitude?
31. Describe Fay Lillman’s apartment and giver her reaction to Charlie’s apartment.
32. Summarize Charlie’s visit to Matt Gordon’s barbershop.
33. Explain Fay and Charlie’s reactions to Charlie’s drunken behavior.
34. What is the significance of the incident in which a new dishwasher drops dishes?
35. What is done in the lab with living specimens after they die? What are the effects on Charlie?
36. At Warren, the path left to choose, what impressions does Charlie receive?
37. Summarize Charlie’s description of the level on which he is now living. What is it that 
      will give Charlie enough fulfillment in life? What does Charlie think are the most 
      wonderful things a man can have?
38. In his drunken state, what does Charlie reveal he has learned about people and life?
       What does this reveal about the changes in Charlie?
39. What hypothesis does Charlie form as a result of his study? What concerns do his 
      predictions cause him?
40.What is the effect of Algernon’s death on Charlie?
41. Compare Charlie’s mental picture of his visit home with the actual visit.
42. What major insights does Charlie gain from his visit home? 
43. Cite the signs of deterioration in Charlie’s behavior.
44. Cite further signs of deterioration in Charlie’s behavior.
45. What reasons does Charlie give Alice for sending her away?
46. Cite further examples of deterioration in Charlie’s behavior.
47. What advice does Charlie give himself before returning to the bakery? What results 
       from the Meyer Klaus incident?
48. Why does Charlie decide to commit himself to Warren House?
49. Explain the significance of the first postscript of Charlie’s final progress report.
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