Use the following design when writing a lab report.

Title   -short and specific 

Each section of the report labeled as follows 

I. Introduction

II. Material and Methods

III. Results/Data

IV. Conclusion

V. References

Components of the Introduction
Includes the purpose, the question to be answered by the lab.  

States the hypothesis that is based on research and/or sound reasoning.  Must be written as an if then statement and be testable through experimentation.   

Background Information:  Any information that must be known by the reader in order to understand the lab.  Use proper APA in text citation format. http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
Components of the Material and Methods
List of materials 

A description or step-by-step list of how the experiment was performed 

Safety Procedures must be included. 

Components of the Results/Data
Results and data are clearly recorded, organized so it is easy for the reader to see trends. All appropriate labels are included. 

Data Tables are titled, include units and numbers are easy to read

Calculations- all work is shown

Each Graph- titled, axes are labeled with units,  

independent variable x-axis, dependent on the y-axis,

Increments of the x-axis are of equal value, increments on the y-axis are of equal value

Line graphs draw a best fit line, calculate the slope of the line and identify slope 

The data and observations are analyzed accurately, trends are noted, enough data was taken to establish conclusion

Conclusion

Summarizes the essential data used to draw conclusions 

Hypothesis is restated, and rejected or accepted based on the data. 

Discusses applications of experiment ("real world" connections)

Experimental error is discussed

Improvements to the experimental design are noted

References

Separate page, proper APA reference page format, several references are required

http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/
Format:  Word-processed, 12 font, Times new roman, double-spaced 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
