Suggestions For Success

1.  Read the Book!  Reading assignments must be done before coming to class. Read everything on the pages assigned including picture headings, explanations, tables, and graphs.  Take notes while you are read and outline the chapter. Write down key words and the meaning of the words. Re-read the chapter following class lectures.   Highlight material in your notes you don’t understand and ask questions the following day.  Take PowerNotes see weblink.
2.  There is chemistry homework everyday.  Each evening do the required reading assignments, note taking, and worksheets at home.   Show your work for all chemistry problems, apply significant figure rules and all numbers must be followed by a unit 

2.  Quizzes are given to make sure you understand the material along the way before a test is given.  All quizzes are announced and you need to study before a quiz.  Suggestions for studying could be any or several of the following:  re-read the chapter, study your notes and homework assignments, highlight key words, make flash cards, or re-copy your notes.  Use the web-links provided to review material and complete practice problems.

3.  Test dates are given far in advance.  Do not wait until the night before to begin studying.  Study a section each night.  Make a crib sheet for each chapter test.  See my webpage, Study tips, to learn more about crib sheets. Go to the chapter webpage and study the learning objectives listed.  Include these objectives on your crib sheet.  Use the web-links provided to review material and complete practice problems.  Crib sheets will be kept in your binder and will be used to study for the final exam.  The night before the test study your crib sheet and make sure you can recall all information without the aid of the crib sheet.

4.  Note taking before and during class is required.  You must have a notebook or binder designated for my class with you everyday to put your notes in.  Begin your note taking with the date.  While taking notes you should highlight key words or key information.  This could be done using a highlighter or simply starring key material.  If I give an example in class or use a visual aid make sure you put that information in your notes.  It will help you to remember the material. (Ex. Size of a millimeter- width of a dime)

5.  If you have any questions ask me for help.  I am available everyday after school until 3:30. Please come in and see me. If you put off studying for a test until the night before and discover you do not understand the material then you are too late to ask for help.  Do not wait until test time to gain an understanding of the material.

6. Labs are just as important as a test.  Take them very seriously.  Be prepared for lab.  You must read the lab completely before coming to class.  You must understand the material surrounding the lab.  You will be required to work on pre-lab questions, an introduction, hypothesis and procedure before lab day.  Be prepared by having all requirements met before lab day.  If you fail to meet pre-lab requirements you will receive a zero on all pre-lab questions.  Your understanding of the lab is essential to keep everyone safe.

7. Take a few minutes before each class and read the notes you took yesterday. 

8.  You will keep all chemistry materials in a binder designated for my class.  The binder will be organized into sections and separated by tabs.  The binder will be collected throughout the term.  All work (homework, quizzes, tests, and labs) will be graded and passed back to you to make corrections.  Make the corrections in a different color pen/marker and show your work for all calculations.  After making corrections organize the papers into your binder under the correct tab. 

Binder Organization:  Syllabus, Notes/notebook, Homework, Quizzes, Tests, Labs, Crib Sheets, Index of useful tables, figures, etc.

9. Access and use the information provided on my web page.  You will find homework, learning objectives, and helpful websites.

